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Board of Supervisors Funds Wig Banks to  

Increase Support Provided to Cancer Patients 
 

Santa Clara County, CA—Today, the Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors unanimously approved 

funding five wig banks each year at Valley Medical Center (VMC) for low-income cancer patients who 

are experiencing hair loss and distress due to treatment. 

“Providing wigs to cancer patients undergoing chemotherapy is an inexpensive but deeply humane and 

effective decreasing of stress and anxiety”, said Supervisor Cindy Chavez, who sponsored adding this 

item to the County budget. “This is why I am so grateful that Cancer CAREpoint and VMC have made it a 

priority to provide this service to low-income women and other patients in East Side San Jose who 

otherwise would not be able to afford it.” 

The provision of on-site wig bank salons throughout the year will provide VMC patients with a means by 

which to access wigs and complimentary support and counseling through the Cancer CAREpoint 

organization. Cancer CAREpoint, the only non-profit organization in San Jose that provides free non-

medical services to anyone impacted by cancer regardless of cancer type, where the patient is being 

treated or insurance type, started its Wig Bank initiative in 2014 to respond to a growing need in the 

community. Last year, Cancer CAREpoint partnered with VMC on a highly successful wig bank pilot 

program. Now, this service will be offered to VMC patients throughout the county on an ongoing basis. 

“We have seen the transformation that takes place when cancer patients go from feeling depressed and 

overwhelmed to being able to face the day with new courage and strength,” said Rob Tufel, Executive 

Director of Cancer CAREpoint. “That is why we are excited to now be able to provide this service five 

times a year.” 

For more information, please contact Alexander Lin at 408-887-3582 or Alexander.Lin@bos.sccgov.org. 
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